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       urban escape

T
he Abu Dhabi Urban 
Planning Council building 
complex (UPC) is placed on 
different landscape levels 
to integrate it naturally 
into the environment. 

The use of typical colours and patterns 
not only helps to fit the complex into 
the natural landscape but it also refers 
to the already existing UPC building.

One of the consistent and central points 
of the whole design is the amazing view 
over the sea, the Hor Elbateen Island and 
the Sheikh Sultan Bin Zayed Mosque. 
As the building is set north-south there 
is also a breath-taking outlook on the 
impressive Abu Dhabi skyline. Placed on 
different levels, all of the entries to the 
building are optimised to highlight the 
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A round 
design
Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council

beautiful views to visitors. The façade 
of the building is perforated and bivalve-
the outer one functions as a sunlight and 
privacy shield.

Although the UPC is one project, the 
design differs between the office part and 
the showrooms. Therefore visitors and 
employees won’t be bothered by each 
other and the highest security standards 
will be maintained for those working and 
visiting the UPC. Despite the separation 
the buildings are still connected by 
a bridge which includes a theatre, a 
restaurant and a public library. Another 
central linking element is the arrival area, 
where most of the space is roofed and 
shaded. This allows people to enjoy the 
green spaces, waterfalls and benches.

The building is positioned a few 
meters above the ground and features 
glamorous driveways leading up to it 
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Our architecture is as unique as our clients
A building must always engage in a dialogue – with its 
surroundings and the people who use it. Our architecture is 
always tailored to the needs of the people who live, work 
or spend their leisure time in our buildings. We also pay 
attention to our buildings’ surroundings, and use them as a 
source of inspiration. Because the brief, site and client are 
never the same twice over, every project is unique – and so 
are our solutions.

People are always free to question what we are 
doing
We take a structure approach to problems, and solve them 
creatively. Ideas are only as good as their ability to overcome 
challenges and meet needs. Even at the preliminary design 
phase, we use virtual reality tools to visualise projects, so 
as to respond to you wishes. We are not just designers but 
project managers too. As our client you can rest assured 
that we will deliver a solution that is both creative and 
professionally executed.

We keep projects on track
Our network of external partners allows us to assemble 
interdisciplinary teams that are precisely tailored to your 
needs and the expertise that is required. Our office in one 
of Vienna’s most vibrant areas inspires us and helps us to 
collaborate with other creative people. This, and our second 
office in Tyrol enables us to provide you with personal 
service throughout Austria. We cooperate with local partners 
on our international projects, meaning that we can always 
offer you professional support, wherever you are.

third floor of the office area lays the main 
meeting hall and the president’s office. 
The third floor offers the best views from 
the entire complex. When entering the 
showroom visitors will see the model 
directly in front of them. It is displayed on 
a lower level so that they can view it from 
a higher angle. Upon walking around the 
model in this totally round room, you can 
see a ramp. This leads spiral shaped all the 
way up to the top of the room, offering not 
only a great outlook at the model but also 
secondary showrooms which are placed 
along the ramp.

with a separate one for VIP-use only. The 
underground parking area is located outside 
of the buildings. Underground loading and 
offloading decks as well as MEP and storage 
rooms can be reached by a separate drive in.

The showroom is designed totally round to 
underline the central Capitals Model in the 
middle of it. This remarkable form helps 
to provide maximum safety and natural 
lightning. As a result of this design, there is 
a very safe and zoned courtyard which offers 
a private area for relaxing and refreshing.

Special relaxing and communication 
zones are situated in the office section of 
the building. These zones create a cosy, 
intimate room without being closed off. 
Their loose arrangements enable people to 
wander around and communicate. On the 


